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Welcome!  We are so glad to have 
you with us in worship this morning. If 
you are worshiping with us for the first 
time, please fill out one of the “welcome” 
cards in the pew rack so we may greet 
you and respond to any questions you 
might have.

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
9:30 - Anna Grueninger, Elizabeth Conder
11:00 - Estelle Stover, Meaghan Ratliff

PRESENTING THE ELEMENTS
Bread & Wine
9:30 - Stewart Goodwin
11:00 - John, Sarah, Charlie, Anne and 
Jack Illingworth

Ewer Bearer:
9:30 & 11:00 - Karl E. Snider

* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

September 23, 2018 – Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
We Come Together as God’s People

 Prelude  An Wasserflüssen Babylon, BWV 653 J.S. Bach 
  (By the Waters of Babylon) (1685-1750) 
  Dr. John Allegar, organ

+ Welcome  Rev. Karen L. Lang (9:30) 
   Rev. Caroline V. Dennis (11:00)

 Call to Worship     The Peace of the Earth Be With You      Guatemalan/arr. Bell 
                                                     Sanctuary Choir  
                   Dr. Michelle Louer, Director of Music and Fine Arts

The peace of the earth be with you, the peace of the heavens too; 
The peace of the rivers be with you, the peace of the oceans too.  
Deep peace falling over you.  God’s peace growing in you. 

One:  Praise God from the height of heaven.  
Praise God, all people of the earth.

All:  We gather to greet this new day by praising God.
One:  God created us for a relationship with God, one another,  

and the earth.
All:  Let us honor those relationships today and every day.
One:  Let us give thanks for every good and perfect gift.
All:  We lay aside our worries and our fears. 

God has dealt wondrously with us, and we rejoice.
One:  May we commit to new ways of honoring your creation 

as a means of sharing Jesus’ transforming love.
All:  Let us seek God’s grace, justice, and mercy for all.
One:  Let us worship God.

 Prayer of Adoration 

*+Processional Hymn #455         All Creatures of Our God and King            LASST UNS 
                                                                           (verses 1-4)  ERFREUEN

 Call to Confession  

    Silent Confession

All Creatures of Our God and King is 
the first religious poem written in the 
Italian language. Francis of Assisi wrote 
this “song about creatures” as creation’s 
hymn of praise to its creator.  The hymn 
text reflects various elements of the 
creation story.  There is the “burning 
sun” and “silver moon;” “the rushing 
wind” is the creative breath of God; 
“flowing water” reminds us that “a 
stream would rise from the earth, and 
water the whole face of the ground” 
allowing the “fertile earth” to “grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food.”  Appreciation 
for the hymn is enhanced by the 
knowledge that Francis composed it 
at the end of his life when he was in an 
extremely weak state of health, with 
failing eyesight and increasing pain.  In 
this condition he viewed even death as 
a part of God’s creation for which we 
should give praise.  This is made clear in 
the original’s final stanza:

For death, our sister, praised be, 
From whom no one alive can flee,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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PARENTS:  
TIME WITH CHILDREN (11:00)
Following the Time with Children, 
children may remain in worship with 
their families, depart for Children’s 
Chapel (3s) or for Choir School (4s-5th 
Grade).  Please check your child in at a 
Welcome Center Kiosk or fill out a name 
tag (in pew racks) before sending your 
child forward for the Time with Children.  
Place half of the tag on your child’s back 
and bring the other half with you when 
you pick up your child.

Infants, Room 240
Toddlers and 2s, Room 233
Children’s Chapel for 3s, Room 208
Children’s Choirs:  
4s – 1st grade, Room 312 
2nd - 5th grade, Room 112

A SERVICE OF HOLY 
COMMUNION AND 

WHOLENESS

10:35 a.m. in Milner Chapel  
Rev. Madison M. VanVeelen

News Within the Church Family
Welcome: 

Katalyna Elizabeth Elia; daughter of  
Jason Elia and Victoria Petersen Elia 

Birthdate: September 17, 2018

Deaths: 
Josephine (Jo) Kingston-Lauth

Please notify the church if you, or family 
members, are hospitalized. The hospitals 

no longer share this information.  
Call  Madison VanVeelen  

(317) 253-6461, ext. 332, or use our 
website Prayer Request form.

    Prayer of Confession
One:  Compassionate God, you know the purposes of our hearts 

and the will of all creation. 
Hear our confession, for we have not cared for the earth and 
all creatures.

All:  Forgive us for the ways in which we contribute to 
the disfigurement and destruction of your creation. 
Transform our hearts and minds, that we may place the 
welfare of your earth and your people before our fleeting 
desires. Overcome by greed, we have exploited the bounty 
of your earth. We have not stopped to gaze with wonder 
at the birds of the air or the flowers of the field. We turn 
away from the prompting of the Holy Spirit, choosing to 
worry rather than praise. Grant us divine wisdom that we 
may replace systems of destruction and oppression with 
systems of justice and sustainability. Amen.

 Assurance of Pardon
* Response of Praise  Gloria Patri (Hymn #579)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;   
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen. Amen.

* Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

* Hymn #272 God of the Sparrow ROEDER

 Ritual of Friendship   Dr. James W. Riley (9:30) 
       and the Concerns of the Church  Rev. Kelley J. Jepsen (11:00)

We Experience God’s Word
 Time with Children (11:00)
 Prayer of Illumination   Pat Langdon (9:30)  
   Elder Nick Hertz (11:00)
 First Lesson Psalm 148 (p. 371)
 Anthem  Beautiful Savior arr. F. M. Christiansen 
   (1871-1955) 

Fair are the meadows, Fairer the woodlands, 
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the Nations! 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forever more be thine!

God of the Sparrow contains a 
profound theological statement in 
disarmingly simple words and tune.  
The hymn presents images drawn 
from well known Biblical events, 
prophecies and parables.  Each verse 
ends by asking a question meant to 
provoke answers from the singing 
congregation.  Originally subtitled 
“Thankful to Serve” the hymn asks why 
and how God’s creatures and children 
are to serve their creator.
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 Second Lesson Matthew 6:24-34 (p. 882)
 Response

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 Sermon   Dr. John R. Koppitch 
   Rev. David A. Berry

“A Sustainable Life”
“Strive first for the kingdom of God and its righteousness,  

and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
(Matthew 6:33)

We Give Thanks to God
 Invitation to Discipleship  

* Affirmation of Faith      (from A Brief Statement of Faith) (See sidebar)

 Moment for Discipleship  Deacon Chris Prauda 
   SAWs (Servants At Work)

 Call to Prayer Hymn #333 Seek Ye First LAFFERTY

 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.  

 Offertory Alleluia Antonio Vivaldi 
  Mitzi Westra, mezzo-soprano (1678-1741)

* Doxology   (Hymn #592)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

* Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We Go Forth to Serve
* Closing Hymn #276 Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS

* Charge and Benediction
* Benediction Response    Amen McNeil Robinson II 
   (1943-2015)

* Postlude Postlude in B-flat Major Guy Ropartz 
   (1864-1955)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
In life and in death we belong to God.  
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit,  
we trust in the one triune God,  
the Holy One of Israel, whom alone  
we worship and serve.

We trust in God,  
whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 
In sovereign love,  
God created the world good  
and makes everyone equally  
in God’s image,  
male and female,  
of every race and people,  
to live as one community.
But we rebel against God;  
we hide from our Creator. 
Ignoring God’s commandments, 
we violate the image of God  
in others and ourselves,  
accept lies as truth,  
exploit neighbor and nature,  
and threaten death to the planet 
entrusted to our care. 
We deserve God’s condemnation.  
Yet God acts with justice and mercy  
to redeem creation. 
Like a mother who will not forsake her 
nursing child, like a father who runs to 
welcome the prodigal home,  
God is faithful still.
Amen.

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God was 
born out of Karen Lafferty’s own struggle 
to seek God’s will for her life.  After 
attending a Bible study on Matthew 6:33:  
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will 
be added unto you.” (KJV), she returned 
home and picked out the simple melody 
to accompany the stanzas on her guitar.  
The song quickly became a favorite with 
youth and young adults and remains 
popular today.  Lafferty describes it as 
“a song in which people can put God’s 
desire for their lives above their own.”

Great Is Thy Faithfulness, writes author 
Thomas Chisholm, was the result of 
his “morning by morning realization of 
God’s personal faithfulness.  I must not 
fail to record here,” he continues, “the 
unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-
keeping God and that he has given 
me many wonderful displays of his 
providing care, for which I am filled 
with astonishing gratefulness.”  The text 
emphasizes the immutability of God, a 
constancy to which nature attests.


